
   

Saturday, March 8, 1:30 - 3:00 pm  
Monthly Meeting - in person or via Zoom 

 
This month features: 
Peter	Bolland	

          Why Wisdom? 
 

Peter Bolland is professor of philosophy and humanities at 
Southwestern College. He is the author of The Seven 
Stone Path: An Everyday Journey to Wisdom. In this talk, 
he will discuss the search for wisdom as humanity’s oldest 
quest. What is wisdom? And how is it 
different from knowledge? Is wisdom a 
body of information, or a way of being in 
the world? Is it universal or culturally 
specific? Why do so many wisdom 
traditions agree that wisdom is ineffable, 
that is, exists beyond language and 

concepts? Philosophy, the academic discipline generally 
tasked with this inquiry, is rife with conflicting perspectives on 
these most pressing questions. Join us as Professor Bolland 
surveys the landscape of wisdom and moves us closer toward articulating its 
mysterious power. 
 
NOTE: This month’s Meeting will take place in person as well as Zoom. We meet at the North 
University Community Library, 8820 Judicial Drive, San Diego  92122.  
 
If unable to join in person, please click the following link to join the zoom webinar. 

	
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355865049?pwd=L6qb7N092nB6M1hQnKNu5bY4atd78p.1 
Meeting ID: 823 5586 5049; Passcode: SDIS  
 
To learn more about Professor Bolland see www.peterbolland.com 
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The Scholars Notebook is issued monthly during the academic year, except December, by 
the San Diego Independent Scholars. Editor: Arlene Gilbert 
 
SDIS strives to promote opportunities for active learning and scholarship, for its members 
and for the San Diego community. Public service activities of SDIS include free public 
lectures and cooperative educational projects with other organizations.  For more information 
see https://sdscholars.org or contact sdisask@gmail.com 

 
SDIS Study Group Reports 

 

Physical Sciences -- Meeting: Wednesday, March 12 - 2 pm 
 

The last zoom meeting of the Physical Sciences Group was on Wednesday, Feb. 26 at 
2:00pm. We were able to finally write down the entire Electro-Weak Lagrangian, which 
generates all our knowledge of Electromagnetic particle interactions, as well as both charge 
changing and charge neutral Weak interaction processes. This includes the decay of the 
muon into electron and neutrinos, beta decay of nuclei, exemplified by the decay of the 
neutron, and the decay of mesons, such as pions and kaons. The Lagrangian has built into it 
the Higgs spin 0 field and associated self energy potential. This potential is critical to the 
Higgs mechanism for giving mass  to all the particles, including itself. It does this by having a 
minimum energy that is not at the zero of the Higgs field. By shifting the Higgs field by a 
constant, we in effect, can arrange for the field to be zero at the potential minimum. Since the 
HIggs interacts with the electroweak vector bosons, this shift creates terms that are a 
constant times the absolute value square of those fields, so it looks just like a mass term for 
the vector bosons.  The part of the Lagrangian describing these fields now describes massive 
particles. Some further manipulation (adding Yukawa like interactions of the Higgs field with 
the fermion fields) leads in similar fashion to mass terms for all the fermions (quarks and 
leptons), when we shift the Higgs field by the constant noted above. Unfortunately, we can't 
actually derive any of those masses from the theory - they must be determined 
experimentally. The Higgs terms also lead naturally to the only mechanism for coupling 
different families (or generations) of quarks. These are charge changing events in which, for 
example, an up quark can transform not only to a down quark (same family) but also to an s 
quark (different family). This is because of quark flavor mixing described by a three by three 
matrix linking our up, charm, and top quarks to admixtures of down, strange and bottom 
quarks. 
 
The complex mixture of interactions produced by the Electroweak Lagrangian, aided and 
abetted by the Higgs contributions, matches all the associated measurements extremely well. 
 
 In our next, and last lecture on quantum field theory, we will see how (Parity)x(Charge 
Conjugation) violation emerges directly out of the existence of three families of quarks. If we 
had only the first two families (up,down and charm, strange) then (Parity)x(Charge 
Conjugation) would be perfectly conserved. Our three family system forces its 
violation.  However, the product of parity, charge conjugation and time reversal (PCT) can 
never be violated in any sensible Field Theory construction. 
 
Our next meeting is on Wed. March 12, at 2:00pm. We will also be exploring new topics and 
a new format for the Physical Science Group. We would like a format which would open it up 
to a potentially larger audience of participants. More on this lateron. 
 

Alvin Halpern 
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INSIDE POLITICS 
 

Saturday, March 8, 10 am  
 

 Donald Trump has just completed the first month of his second term as President by 
engaging in a non-stop series of activities with speed perhaps never seen before. By hardly 
taking a breath, Trump has attempted to change the structure of the federal government, 
starting with over 50 Executive Orders. During his campaign, President Trump announced he 
would reduce the federal budget, as well as cut the number of employees working for the 
federal government. He has attempted to accomplished this by firing and laying off thousands 
of probationary employees, and freezing funds already allocated to various federal agencies,  
 
 He authorized private citizen Elon Musk, the head of the Department of Government 
Efficiency, to review dozens of federal agencies, looking for fraud, waste and abuse, and to 
remove the number of employees contributing to those deficiencies. He made substantial 
reductions in the U.S. Agency for International Development, which distributes the funds for 
U.S. foreign aid.  And he closed down all departments participating in any work in furtherance 
of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion activities. 
 
 President Trump also announced his determination to bring the Russia/Ukraine War to 
an end, and to cut off all U.S. funding in support of the Ukrainian war effort, which as of the 
current date amounted to 350 billion dollars. Pursuant to that goal, he called Russian 
President Putin to discuss the details of his plans to settle the war, without allowing Ukraine 
President Zelensky to participate in the conversation. In the United Nations, Trump joined 
President Putin in opposing any resolution blaming Russia for starting the war.   
 
 Trump has also implemented plans to seal the Southern border with Mexico, and to 
deport undocumented immigrants living illegally in the United States.    
 

This month’s SDIS Inside Politics Zoom Class will take place Saturday., March 8, 10 am. 
akorobk1@san.rr.co 

Al Korobkin 
 
 

READING EXPERIENCE 
 

Monday, March 17, 10 am 
 

The next and last topic in our “Mystery” series will be GUILT by John Lescoart, a 
contemporary thriller which we will analyze during our March 17 meeting, as usual at 10am  
and by Zoom. The Link will be sent closer to that date. 
 
February’s session concentrated on a 1930s witty and character-driven search for a murderer 
in Dorothy Sayers’ Busman’s Honeymoon, in which the central characters are Lord Peter 
Wimsey and his bride Harried Vane, both of whom expected a quiet, romantic period in the 
mansion they have purchased in the English countryside. Instead, they encounter many 
surprises in the mansion, including no heat or hot water, no keys to unlock the  
various entries to the mansion, and, eventually, a dead body in the basement wine cellar. The 
many and varied legal investigators, village residents and part-time employees who appear in 
order to analyze the death are colorful examples of English types and accents. And the 
reader also meets the uintessential ever-capable English butler, Bunter. Those who seek 
more information about the March discussion should contact me. Those who wish to know 
what or who is meant by the “busman”of the title should do what I did. Look it up. 
 

GERRY   HORWITZ 
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             COLLOQUY    CAFÉ 
            Wednesday, March 19 1 pm, 
 
The February meeting of this Study Group was a 
study in dwindling attendance and 
concentration.  The change in usual date, the 
absence of the usual leader, and the failure to 
focus on “Beginnings,” the agreed-upon topic, 
resulted in very small attendance and the more 
controversial but hard to resist distraction, 
politics, which occupied the few who were 
present. 
 
The usual third Wednesday afternoon at 1:00, 
this month March 19, will be the next session, 
when the group, in person, will discuss, 
appropriately,  "DESPAIR”. 
 

GERRY   HORWITZ 
 

============================= 
WORKS IN PROGRESS 

 
The 2025 schedule continues the third Thursday 
of the month at the same time and place.  
 
We will continue critique of the first draft of my 
novel Color, about a girl growing up in New Orleans with unique eyesight, how her 
extraordinary senses inform her perceptions and perspectives, and how tragic events alter 
the direction of her life. 
 
Participants will also discuss their interests in other works and prioritize them. 
                     Robert Glick 
====================================================================== 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
10:00-11:30 Tuesday, March 11 

On March 11, the group will consider nuclear warfare. Our discussion group will include a 
former member of the armed forces. In February, we enjoyed a presentation on world  
medicine.         Larry and Carol Veit - Dorothy Parker 
========================================================================================================= 

 
A Tribute: Sue Rosner 

 
Sue, a long-time president of SDIS, passed peacefully on November 3. Many of us have 
memories of her active mind and contributions. 
 
In response to thoughts sent from Dorothy Parker, Sue’s children, Sarah and Peter Rosner, 
wrote about Sue’s extensive interests in music, art, cooking, travel, research, cultural studies, 
film, politics, gardening…. They said: She had a gift for allowing people to be themselves and 
explore their own path In life 
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FILM GROUP 
Wednesday, 10 am, March 5 

On Wednesday, March 5 at 10 am, the SDIS 
Film Group will show a film from another 
movement that contributed to American film 
noir. 
 Unlike German expressionism, French poetic 
realism produced films that, as Susan Hayward 
(the critic, not the movie star) explains, 
"recreated realism." It was stylized and studio-
bound, rather than approaching the "socio-
realism of the documentary." According to 
Wikipedia, “They usually have a fatalistic view 
of life with their characters living on the margins 
of society, either as unemployed members of 
the working class or as criminals. After a life of 
disappointment, the characters get a last 
chance at love but are ultimately disappointed 

again and the films frequently end with disillusionment or death. The overall tone 
often resembles nostalgia and bitterness. They are poetic because of a 
heightened aestheticism that sometimes draws attention to the representational 
aspects of the films. Though these films were weak in the production sector, French 
cinema did create a high proportion of such influential films largely due to the 
talented people in the industry in the 1930s who were working on them.” 
 
Marcel Carné’s 1939 Le jour se lève tells the story of how a foundry worker (Jean 
Gabin) kills the alleged father of the woman he loves, and then, holing up in his 
apartment, waiting for the police to capture him, recalls the strange events that led 
him to the murder. A double deception and his eventual confrontation with the 
supposed father, generate the fight between Francois and his girlfriend’s former 
lover. In the end, before the police can take him alive, Francois shoots himself. 
 
The film was banned under the Occupation by the Vichy government, but after the 
Liberation, it was widely circulated and praised. However, RKO in Hollywood 
acquired the property and because it was making an American version, suppressed 
Le jour se lève and destroyed all the prints it could find before the release of their The 
Long Night in 1947, am American film noir with Henry Fonda as the Francois 
character. Luckily, several original reprints were saved and restored. 
 
In the 1950s, Carné’s most famous film, Children of Paradise, shot amazingly before 
1944 in Nazi-occupied Paris, had already gained a worldwide reputation. The re-
release of Le jour se lève only added to his fame and reputation. 
 

Ken Krauss and Barbara Heckler 
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BIOSCIENCES 

 
Friday, March 28, 1 pm                                Dorothy’s Apartment and Zoom  

 
IS THE BRAIN A PREDICTVE OR REACTIVE SYSTEM? 

	
Jaime	Pineda	will	lead	us	in	this	discussion: 
For many years, scientists believed that our neurons spend most of their time dormant and 
wake up only when stimulated by some sight or sound in the world. Now we know that all 
neurons are firing constantly, stimulating one another at various rates and making 
predictions. The brain continuously prepares multiple, competing predictions for action and 
perception, while actively collecting evidence to select among them. We will review the 
evidence suggesting that thoughts, feelings, perceptions, memories, decision-making, 
categorization, imagination, and many other mental phenomena, which historically are 
treated as distinct brain processes, can all be united by a single mechanism, prediction. 
 
Here are some questions for discussion: 
		

• Do you think the brain is predictive or reactive? Why? 
• Is prediction the fundamental operating principle of the brain? 
• How does the brain determine and prioritize prior expectations to accurately predict 

upcoming stimuli in a complex environment, especially when faced with ambiguity 
or uncertainty, and while still being flexible enough to adapt to novel situations?  

• How does the brain integrate predictions across different sensory modalities (e.g., 
vision, hearing, touch) to create a unified perception of the world?  

• What are prediction errors? Which specific brain regions are responsible for 
detecting prediction errors, and Are the brain’s prediction errors drivers for our 
cognitive processes? 

• Can the predictive brain theory adequately explain the subjective experience of 
consciousness, particularly the subjective experience of "self," and if so, what 
neural mechanisms underlie the transition from unconscious to conscious 
perception?  

• To what extent can disruptions in predictive processing mechanisms explain the 
symptoms of mental health disorders like schizophrenia, where individuals might 
have difficulty filtering out irrelevant sensory information due to overly strong 
expectancies?  

• Can we develop AI models that accurately replicate the complex structure of the 
predictive brain and its ability to learn and adapt predictions over time?  

• How does the predictive brain function differ across individuals, potentially 
contributing to variations in personality and cognitive style?  

  
One reference is: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ItU0HeFmsrY.   
 

Jaime Pineda and Dorothy Parker 
 
 

 
========================================================== 
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March 2025 

Some meetings and events listed are via Zoom 
 

Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday	
  

 
 
 

  
 

    1 
 2 3 4 

 
 

5 
 
10 AM- 
FILM 
GROUP 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
 1:30 PM 
Why Wisdom? 
Monthly meeting 
 
10 AM 
Inside Politics 
 
Documentary With 
Faye: George 
Soros (Zoom) 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 

11 
10-11:30 AM 
International 
Affairs 
 
 
 

12 
2:00 PM 
Physical 
Sciences 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 
 

15 
Documentary With 
Faye: Belt & Road 
Initiative (Zoom) 
 

16 
 

17 
10 AM 
Reading 
Experience 
 

18 
 

19 
1 PM 
Colloquy 
Café 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 
 

22 
Documentary With 
Faye: Near Death 
Experiences 
(Zoom) 
 
  

23 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
1:00-2:30 
Biosciences 
 

29 
Documentary With 
Faye: Narcissistic 
Personality 
Disorder (Zoom) 

                    

	 NOTES:	

SDIS	is	looking	for	assistance	with	publicity.	If	you	are	interested,	contact	our	
president,	Gloria	Montebruno	Saller.	

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	

Meeting site: North University Community Library---Located in: Nobel Athletic Area 
Address:	8820	Judicial	Dr,	San	Diego,	CA	92122	--	Opens	11:30 AM		---Phone:	(858)	581-9637		


