
 

Saturday, May 24, 1:30 - 3:00 pm  
Monthly Meeting - in person or via Zoom 

 
This month features: 

Margarita	Behrens,	PhD	
The National Institute of Health’s  

BRAIN Initiative and Aging 
 

Margarita Behrens obtained her PhD in Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology from the University Autonoma in Spain. With a 
background in genomics, neurobiology and physiology, she 
studies the balance between activating and inhibiting neurons in 
brain circuitry. Maintaining the right balance is critical in cognition, 
while disruption can lead to disorders such as schizophrenia and 
autism. Although symptoms of these disorders can appear at 
different times, they may result from abnormal brain development 
during critical periods early in life. Dr. Behrens focuses on the 
epigenomic control of neural circuit formation and disruption within 
the prefrontal cortex, an area of the brain responsible for decision-
making and reasoning, from late pregnancy through adolescence. 
She is also part of the Salk-team creating the single-cell 
epigenomic maps of the mouse and human brains funded by the 
NIH BRAIN Initiative. She will discuss this in relation to brain 
maturation and the effects of aging. 

 
If unable to join in person, please click the following link to join the zoom webinar. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355865049?pwd=L6qb7N092nB6M1hQnKNu5bY4atd78p.1 
Meeting ID: 823 5586 5049; Passcode: SDIS  
==================================================================== 
 
SDIS strives to promote opportunities for active learning and scholarship, for its members and 
for the San Diego community. Public service activities of SDIS include free public lectures and 
cooperative educational projects with other organizations.  For more information see 
https://sdscholars.org or contact sdisask@gmail.com 
 
NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO GENERAL MEETINGS DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS, 
JUNE, JULY, & AUGUST. SDIS RESUMES IN SEPTEMBER 
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SDIS Study Group Reports 

 
Physical Sciences -- Meeting: Wednesday, MAY 7.  2 pm 

 
 
 The first zoom meeting of the Physical Sciences Group in our new short topic format, and 
with our first new topic since completing our lengthy study of quantum field theory, took place on 
April 9. We were lucky to have one of our members, Don Bamber, who has a longstanding 
interest in probability theory and statistical inference, give a talk, one of an anticipated series of 
four, on the differing philosophical and scientific views of probability. Although statistical 
inference is often considered a dry subject, any consideration of its foundations immediately 
plunges one into controversies over what is virtue in the practice of science. 
 
 At this meeting Don presented the varying interpretations of probability, including the 
logical, subjective, frequency and propensity views. At our following meeting on April 23, Don 
continued with a development of the subjective approach, via Bayesian Probability theory, with 
interesting examples, eliciting animated discussion among the participants. At the next meeting, 
which will take place on May 7, he will continue with a development of the Frequentist approach 
to probability.   
 
 The Physical Sciences Group generally meets by zoom every two weeks on a Wed. at 
2pm, and the next zoom meeting will be on Wednesday, May 7, at 2:00 pm. We generally meet 
over the summer, as well as the academic year, with occasional skipped meeting 
dates. Members of SDIS who are interested in participating, should please let me (Alvin 
Halpern) know and I will send you the link.  

Alvin Halpern 
 
 
                             

READING EXPERIENCE, Monday, May 19, 10 am 
 

This Study Group is currently embarking on a new theme, BOOKS ABOUT BOOKS.  Computer 
problems resulted in cancellation of the April meeting.  
 
“The Book On The Bookshelf” by Henry Petroski, the first selection on that theme, will be 
discussed on May 19--our usual third Monday of the month, as always at 10:00 via Zoom. 
 
Reading Experience will continue to meet throughout the summer, further exploring BOOKS 
ABOUT BOOKS every month.  If you’d like to sample this theme with us, contact me and I’ll 
send you the Link to enter our Zoom; I am listed in SDIS’ Directory 
 

 GERRY HORWITZ 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, Tuesday, May 13, 10 am 
                                         California Room, Vi 
On April 8, the International Affairs group enjoyed a most interesting conversation about 
relationships between Mexico and the United States. The session was led by a Director of the 
Mexican Consulate in San Diego, whom we thank very much for sharing his time and expertise.  
On May 13, the topic will be the “Cabinet of the United States: Composition and Function”.   

Larry and Carol Veit, Dorothy Parker 

 

============================================================== 
 
 

BIOSCIENCES, Friday, May 23, 1:00 – 2:15 pm , via Zoom 
 
The Biosciences group now holds Zoom meetings at 1:00 on the 4th Friday of the month. Its 
sessions ordinarily begin with a brief introduction to the topic, followed by a discussion based on 
an agenda of questions suggested by group members.  
 
April’s topic was “Sleep Across the Lifespan”. In addition to developmental and aging processes, 
we considered the roles of various sleep stages in memory consolidation, modification, and 
flexibility. The discussion of rapid eye movement (REM) sleep also touched on dreams and 
various effects of aging on dreams. For this reason, the May meeting will be a more thorough 
exploration of dreaming and its functions, with a focus on lucid dreaming and what lucid 
dreaming might tell us about consciousness. 
 

Dorothy Parker 
============================================================= 

 
COLLOQUY  CAFÉ, Wednesday, May 21, 1 pm 

 
The next meeting will occur, as usual in person, the third Wednesday of the month, May 21st 
this time, as usual at 1:00.  After recent discussions of “Despair” and then “Hope,” we will focus 
on a perhaps less emotional “Spent”. 
 
During our consideration of “Hope’” we succeeded in avoiding politics and thus becoming more 
positive. Both thoughts and comments were optimistic, as hoping seems to be looking for the 
silver lining when darkness threatens, wishing for improvement in the current situation, 
betterment. The conversation drifted to the well-known condemned Menendez brothers who 
now seek release from prison and/or a lessened sentence. 
 
This group intends to meet monthly throughout the summer but has no pre-selected topics. 
For further information and our meeting place, please contact me: I am listed in the SDIS 
Directory 

GERRY HORWITZ 
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INSIDE POLITICS, Saturday, May 10, 10 am 
 

 At our next SDIS Inside Politics Zoom class, to be held on Saturday morning, May 10, at 
10:00 a.m., the major emphasis will shift to the issues of illegal immigration and the role of the 
courts in the attempt to oppose the Trump agenda. The first major case dealing with these 
issues involved an undocumented immigrant who was mistakenly deported to El Salvador by 
the Department of Homeland Security, and imprisoned there. The prisoner, Kilmar Abrego 
Garcia, was born in El Salvador, entered the U.S. illegally, and when Homeland Security 
attempted to deport him several years later, convinced an immigration judge to block Garcia’s 
deportation on the grounds his life would be in danger if Garcia was deported to El 
Salvador.  Two immigration judges also found that Garcia was a member of MS-13, one of the 
world’s most notorious gangs.  A federal court in Washington D.C. ordered the Trump 
Administration to return Garcia to the U.S. to allow him to appear in that federal court to have 
the opportunity to contest whether he was ever a member of M.S.-13.  
 
 Trump claimed he no longer had any jurisdiction over Garcia since he was now in the 
custody of a prison in El Salvador, a sovereign nation. The President of El Salvador refused to 
return Garcia to the U.S. The federal court judge is threatening to hold the Administration in 
criminal contempt for refusing to turn the airplane around when the judge originally ordered it to 
do so.  Another federal judge ordered the Administration to facilitate the return of Garcia to the 
U.S. under threat of contempt of court, but the Trump team has so far refused to comply with 
that court order. 
 
 Meanwhile, another battle between the Trump Administration and the courts broke out on 
a different front. Another undocumented immigrant, this time from Mexico,  appeared in a 
Milwaukee courthouse to face charges of assault against a man and a woman who claimed they 
were the assault victims of the illegal immigrant. Before that case could begin, Homeland 
Security was waiting outside the courtroom preparing to arrest the defendant immigrant and 
deport him. When the Judge found out about the ICE agents waiting to arrest the defendant, the 
Judge helped the defendant escape from the courtroom and evade the ICE agents. The 
undocumented immigrant was captured, the Judge was arrested, and criminal charges were 
filed against the Judge for aiding and abetting the immigrant to evade being arrested and 
deported by Homeland Security.The battle between the Trump Administration and the courts 
has definitely been joined.q 

Al Korobkin 
p 
 
 
 

WORKS IN PROGRESS, Tuesday, May 6, 6 pm 
 

This month features Book Two of Jaime Pineda’s novel The Gatekeeper. The group provides a 
supportive environment in which members provide feedback on planned, ongoing or completed 
projects and creative endeavors. Current works revolve around writing, particularly fiction. 
Respect, timing for presentations and feedback, and the value of honesty and positive 
reinforcement are fundamental principles. 
 
New participants are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
 

Robert Glick 
FILM GROUP 
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Stranger on the Third Floor, Wednesday, 10 am, May 7 
 
On Wednesday, May 7, at 10 am, the SDIS Film Group, having already screened three 
European films that contributed to the genre of film noir, will show what may be regarded as 
Hollywood's first film noir. Stranger on the Third Floor is a 1940 American film noir directed by 
Boris Ingster and starring Peter Lorre, John McGuire, Margaret Tallichet, and Charles Waldron, 
and featuring Elisha Cook Jr. It was written by Frank Partos. Modern research has shown that 
Nathanael West wrote the final version of the screenplay, but was uncredited. 
 
The film is often cited as the first "true" film noir of the classic period (1940–1959), though other 
films that fit the genre (such as Rebecca and They Drive by Night) were released earlier. 
Nonetheless, it has many of the hallmarks of film noir: an urban setting, heavy shadows, 
diagonal lines, voice-over narration, a dream sequence, low camera angles shooting up multi-
story staircases, and an innocent protagonist desperate to clear himself after being falsely 

accused of a crime.  
 
In the introduction to Turner Classic Movies' Noir Alley 
presentation of the film, Eddie Muller compared the 
style of the film to that of German Expressionist films. 
Jeremy Arnold writes that the film's "extraordinary look 
and tone are the product of stylized sets, bizarre angles 
and lighting, and a powerful blurring of dream and 
reality – qualities strongly influenced by German 
expressionist films of the 1920s."  
 
Robert Portfino called it "a distinct break in style and 
substance with the preceding mystery, crime, detection 
and horror films of the 1930s." In their book Kings of 
the Bs, Todd McCarthy and Charles Flynn wrote that 
Stranger on the Third Floor "is extremely audacious in 
terms of what it seeks to say about American 
society...The trial of the ex-con is a vicious rendering of 
the American legal system hard at work on an 
impoverished victim...[The sinister role of police and 
prosecutors in obtaining confessions and convictions 

[are] hallmarks of the hard-boiled literature that paralleled and predicted what we call film noir." 
 
Although contemporary critics failed to recognize the film's value, this compact and 
deceptively innovative movie (which was reprised by Alfred Hitchcock in The Wrong Man) 
broke new ground in American cinema 
 

Barbara Heckler and Ken Krauss 
========================================================== 
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May 2025 

Some meetings and events listed are via Zoom 
 

Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday	
  

 
 
 

  
 

1 2  3 
 

4 5 6 
6 PM 
Works in 
Progress 
 

7 
10 AM 
Film Group 
 
2:00 PM 
Physical 
Sciences 
 

8 9 
 

10 
 
10 AM  
Inside Politics 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
10-11:30 AM 
International 
Affairs 
 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
10 AM 
Reading 
Experience 
 

20 
 

21 
 
1 PM 
Colloquy 
Café 
 

22 23 
1:00-2:15 
Biosciences 
 
 

24 
Monthly Lecture 
1:30 
The National 
Institute of 
Health’s BRAIN 
Initiative and 
Aging 
 
  

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

 
  
 

                    

The	Scholar’s	Notebook	is	produced	monthly	except	during	the	summer	months	&	January	

Editor:	Arlene	Gilbert	

NOTE:	For	information	about	meetings	during	the	summer	months,	please	
review	the	individual	reports. 

Meeting site: North University Community Library---Located in: Nobel Athletic Area 
Address:	8820	Judicial	Dr,	San	Diego,	CA	92122	--	Opens	11:30 AM		---Phone:	(858)	581-9637	 


