
 

Monthly Meeting - in person or via Zoom 
Saturday, September 27, 1:30 - 3:00 pm  

 
This month features: 

Howard H. Feldman, MDCM FRCP(C) 
 

Current Directions in Alzheimer’s Research 
 

 
Dr. Feldman is professor of neurosciences at 
the University of California, San Diego. He was appointed 
director of the Alzheimer’s Disease Cooperative Study in 
April 2016. He received his MDCM degree from McGill 
University in Quebec, Canada in 1978. He is board 
certified in Neurology, focusing on the subspecialty care of 
dementia and neurodegenerative disorders. Dr. Feldman 
has contributed to discoveries and clinical research studies 
in aging, mild cognitive impairment, Alzheimer’s 
disease, and frontotemporal dementia. More specifically, 
his research focuses on the epidemiology, natural history 
and experimental therapeutics of Alzheimer's disease and 
dementia using an approach that includes longitudinal 
observational cohort studies in clinical and population 

samples, disease modeling, clinical pathological correlative studies and clinical 
trials across the spectrum of preclinical to most severe dementia stages.  
 
 
If unable to join in person, please click the following link to join the zoom webinar. 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82355865049?pwd=L6qb7N092nB6M1hQnKNu5bY4atd78p.1 
Meeting ID: 823 5586 5049; Passcode: SDIS  
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SDIS strives to promote opportunities for active learning and scholarship, for its members and 
for the San Diego community. Public service activities of SDIS include free public lectures and 
cooperative educational projects with other organizations.  For more information see 
https://sdscholars.org or contact sdisask@gmail.com. 
 
=========================================================================================================== 
 

SDIS Study Group Reports 
 

Physical Sciences -- Meeting: Wednesday, 2 pm 
 
The Physical Sciences group is continuing the Wednesday afternoon Zoom meetings started 
this past summer. Discussions focus on Cosmology. 
 

Alvin Halpern 
 alvin.halpern@gmail.com 

 
                            

READING EXPERIENCE, Monday, September 15, 10 am 
 

 Meeting through the summer months, as usual on the third Monday of each month at 10 
a.m. via Zoom, we concentrated on the theme BOOKS ABOUT BOOKS.  We will conclude that 
theme with our Sept. 15 discussion of “The Bookshop” by Evan Friss.  
 
 During the previous summer months we analyzed first “The Books On The Bookshelf,” 
then “The History of Reading,” and last month the more engrossing “The Library” by Susan 
Orlean, who addresses the sudden and vastly destructive 1986 fire which destroyed much of the 
Los Angeles Central Library’s book collection as well as a great deal of its building.  
 
 Her description includes not only the never-solved mystery of what and who caused the  
fire, but an introduction to a great many of the varied and picturesque individuals who have 
worked and supervised the LA Central Library since its beginning, the history of that library, the 
services supplied by that and other libraries, as well as an often surprising amount of detail 
about the ever-changing concepts of what and how a library should be and do.  We look forward 
to addressing bookstores, or as some prefer to call them, bookshops. 
 

 
GERRY HORWITZ 

 
======================================================================== 

 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, Tuesday, September 9, 10:00-11:30am   
                                         California Room, Vi 
                                          
At its September meeting, the International Affairs Group will discuss Russia. Several group 
members have knowledge of Russia, and we will compare viewpoints.   
 

Larry and Carol Veit, Dorothy Parker 
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BIOSCIENCES, Friday, September 12, 1:00 – 2:30 

   
Dorothy’s apartment 

 
 The Biosciences group meets at 1:00 on the 2nd Friday of the month. We ordinarily use 
Zoom, but our first gathering of the year will be in person so that we can greet each other after 
the summer vacation. 
 
       The group is continuing to read Why We Sleep by Matthew Walker. The next section 
to be covered is Part 4: (Chapters 12, 13 & 14), which focuses on insomnia and other sleep 
abnormalities: causes and remedies. As usual, we will begin the session with a brief introduction 
to the topic, followed by a discussion of an agenda of questions. We will also leave time to begin 
the choice of future topics. 
 

Dorothy Parker 
 

============================================================= 
        

. 
INSIDE POLITICS, Saturday, September 13, 10 am 

 
 Our next SDIS Inside Politics Zoom Class will be held on Saturday, September 13, at 
10:00 a.m. One of the topics sure to be discussed will be President Trump’s announced 
crackdown on crime. He began this effort by federalizing the Washington D.C, Police 
Department for thirty days, and deploying several hundred members of the National Guard.  At 
first, the Mayor of D.C, objected to Trump’s actions, saying crime in the District had declined 
recently, and she did not need the additional personnel.  Later, the Mayor thanked Trump for his 
actions because the MPD was short on staff and the August crime statistics in the District had 
significantly improved. In late August Trump announced he would be sending additional federal 
law enforcement personnel and National Guard troops into Chcago because of what he called a 
serious crime problem in that city. The Governor of Illinois strongly objected to Trump’s planned 
action, and  called it an illegal invasion of a national police force. The Mayor of Chicago also 
objected, and announced he would not permit local law enforcement to assist ICE in carrying 
out its arrest and deportation of undocumented immigrants in Chicago. 
 
 Another topic certain to be discussed at our September meeting will be the mass 
shooting at a Catholic School in Minneapolis which killed two children and seriously wounded 
several other students. The shooter was a former student of the school who left behind some 
writings describing his hatred of several minorities including Jews, Catholics, and Hispanics, and 
described admiration of previous school shooters. The shooter was also transgender, who 
described wishing she had never brainwashed herself into transitioning, and whished she was 
still a boy. Her mother was a former employee of the school. 
 
 One other topic certain to be controversial will be what the Democrats need to do to win 
the next Presidential election against the GOP.       
   

Al Korobkin 
akorobk1@san.rr.com 
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COLLOQUY  CAFÉ, Wednesday, September 17, 1 pm 

 
 This group met during the summer, always on the third Wednesday afternoon of each 
month at 1:00, in person. Discussed were topics such as “Doubt,” “Reading,” and lately “August” 
(the adjective, as differing from the name of the month).  Our subjects are wide-ranging, as are 
our differing opinions and experiences, and we find that listening is as significant as speaking-- 
which is perhaps why this group has existed for over twenty years.  
 
 Those seeking further information are welcome to contact me; my email and ‘phone 
numbers are in the SDIS Directory. 

GERRY HORWITZ 
 

======================================================================== 
 

FILM GROUP 
The Believer, Wednesday, 10 am, October 1 

Our ten a.m. film on Wednesday October 1 will be the 2001 
drama The Believer, starring Ryan Gosling in what is called 
one of his best roles ever. Director Harry Bean was also a 
producer and writer and was recognized with a number of 
nominations from various groups. 
 
Winner of the Sundance Grand Jury Prize in 2001, its 
controversial theme at a later preview had audiences in an 
uproar, so distributors were reluctant to schedule it. It had a 
very limited distribution because a major theme was anti-

semitism. Gosling plays a violent skinhead, a Neo-Nazi who hides his Jewish heritage. The story is 
loosely based on a Jewish New Yorker who joined the American Nazi party and KKK in the 70s and 
committed suicide when the New York Times outed him. 
 
Daniel, played by the 22 year old Gosling,  is a very bright yeshiva student in his childhood but even then 
he begins to question what he is learning. Fast forward to his early 20s, and he now advocates killing 
Jews. But eventually the viewer realizes that his Judaism is deeply embedded and "his fight is against 
himself". 
 
The film received positive reviews and has been called provocative, thought-provoking, controversial, a 
hot potato, intense, powerful, intellectual, and more. 
Please email bheckler@san.rr.com for the Zoom link if you would like to join us. 
 
 

Barbara Heckler and Ken Krauss 
 

========================================================== 
  

 
 

Ryan Gosling 
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September 2025 

Some meetings and events listed are via Zoom 
 

Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday	
  

 
1 
 

2 3 
 

4 5  6 

7 8 9 
 
10-11:30 AM 
International 
Affairs 
 

10 
 
2:00 PM 
Physical 
Sciences 
 

11 12 
 
1:00-2:30 
Biosciences 
 

13 
10 AM  
Inside Politics 

14 
 

15 
10 AM 
Reading 
Experience 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
1 PM 
Colloquy 
Café 
 

18 19 
 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 

25 26 
 
 

27 
Monthly Lecture 
1:30 

Current 
Directions in 
Alzheimer’s 
Research 

Dr. Howard H. 
Feldman 

 
 
 
 

 
28 
 

29 
 

30                October 1 
                    10 AM 
                     Film: 
                     The Believer 
                      

The following events are scheduled at North County 
Village:  
Sept. 9: Book Club @3:30: “Twelve Months to Live” 
Sept. 16: Film Club @ 3:30; “Black Bag”  
Information: (310) 882-3210 
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