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Saturday, November 22, 1:30 - 3:00 pm
Monthly Meeting - in person or via Zoom

This month features:
Diane Kane, PhD, AICP

GLOBAL MODERNISM in ARCHITECTURE
21°T CENTURY EXAMPLES

Diane Kane will describe how new technologies
and materials have inspired the current
generation of designers to build the impossible
and unthinkable. Be prepared to be amazed by
how computer aided design (CAD) and
advances in lightweight, strong and flexible
materials have enabled construction of unusual,
weird and wonderful structures in sometimes
unbelievable locations.

Dr. Kane is an architectural historian & planner
who has taught at many Southern California

Universities, including the New School of
Architecture, SDSU, and UCLA. She is well known locally as a dedicated
preservationist. She has been active in helping save the La Jolla Post Office
and in renovating the Wisteria Cottage. She has an MA in Art History from UC
Berkeley and a PhD in Architectural History from UC Santa Barbara.

NOTE: This month’s Meeting will take place in person as well as Zoom. We meet at the North
University Community Library, 8820 Judicial Drive, San Diego 92122.

SDIS strives to promote opportunities for active learning and scholarship, for its members
and for the San Diego community. Public service activities of SDIS include free public
lectures and cooperative educational projects with other organizations. For more information
see https://sdscholars.org or contact sdisask@gmail.com




Of
SDIS Study Group Reports

FILM GROUP Meeting: Wednesday, 10 am, November 5
Our Next Film Noir: Double Indemnity
The Film Group’s November offering will be

Fred MacMurray screened November 3 at 10 am. Here’s what
_and Barbara Stanwyck Wikipedia thought of this landmark classic:

Double Indemnity is a 1944 American film noir
directed by Billy Wilder and produced by Buddy
DeSylva and Joseph Sistrom. Wilder and
Raymond Chandler adapted the screenplay from
James M. Cain's novel of the same name, which
ran as an eight-part serial in Liberty magazine in
ran as an eight-part serial in Liberty magazine
in1936.

The film stars an insurance salesman Walter Neff (Fred MacMurray), who plots with a woman
(Barbara Stanwyck) to kill her husband in order to claim a life insurance payment, arousing
the suspicion of claims manager Barton Keyes (Edward G. Robinson). The title refers to a
"double indemnity" clause which doubles life insurance payouts when death occurs in a
statistically rare manner.

The film was nominated for seven Academy Awards. Widely regarded as a classic, Double
Indemnity is often cited as having set the standard for film noir and as one of the greatest
films of all time.

Double Indemnity is a seminal example of film noir. It is often compared with Wilder's other
acclaimed film noir Sunset Boulevard (1950). Film scholar Robert Sklar explains, "[T]he
unusual juxtaposition of temporalities gives the spectator a premonition of what will occur/has
occurred in the flashback story...Besides Double Indemnity and Detour, voice-over is a key
aspect of Mildred Pierce, Gilda, The Lady from Shanghai, and Out of the Past...as well as
many others." Critic and writer Wendy Lesser notes that the narrator of Sunset Boulevard is
dead before he begins narrating, but in Double Indemnity, "the voice-over has a different
meaning. It is not the voice of a dead man...it is...the voice of an already doomed man."[54]

Wilder claimed that "l never heard that expression film noir when | made Double Indemnity...|
just made pictures | would have liked to see. When | was lucky, it coincided with the taste of
the audience. With Double Indemnity, | was lucky."

Ken Krauss and Barbara Heckler



BIOSCIENCES: Meeting: Friday, November 14, 1:00 — 2:30  Via Zoom

The 2025 Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine centers around “regulatory T cells”
(Tregs), the discovery of which has provided a powerful conceptual framework to understand:
* The causes and potential cures of diverse autoimmune and inflammatory diseases

* How to use Tregs to prevent the rejection of organ transplants

. How some cancers “trick” the immune system into not destroying tumors, suggesting new
therapies aimed at reversing that trickery

* How our immune cells are prevented from attacking our own body
* How an immune response is turned off when it is no longer needed.

In November, we will consider the functions and biology of Tregs, emphasizing the
contributions of Mary Brunkow, Fred Ramsdell and Shimon Sakaguchi (the 2025 Nobel
laureates).

Biosciences Group members will automatically receive the Zoom link to the meeting.
Nonmembers should contact Dorothy.

Dorothy Parker

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Meeting: Wednesday November 19, 3:30 - 4:15, California Room, Vi

Margaret Seidel will help us understand the new China as it evolves in the Twenty First
Century. As background, we are watching a revealing and authoritative interview with John
Thornton, who was President of Goldman Sachs China. We are also reading a brief profile of
China.

Larry Veit

NOTE: Our next Newsletter will be published in the new year, January 2026.



November 2025
Some meetings and events listed are via Zoom

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
10 AM
Film Group
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
1:00-2:30
Biosciences
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
3:30-4:15 A 1:30 PM
International Monthly meeting:
Affairs Global Modernism
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30 2 3 4 5 6
NOTES

Meeting site: North University Community Library---Address: 8820 Judicial Dr, San Diego, CA
92122 -- Opens 11:30 AM ---Phone: (858) 581-9637

Note: the edited versin of Dr. Spring-Robinson’s lecture re: Robotics in Medicine
is now available on the SDIS YouTube site at:: https://youtu.be/tCeHgIE2wPk.

Editor: Arlene Gilbert




