
   

Saturday, February 28, 1:30 - 3:00 pm  
Monthly Meeting - in person or via Zoom 

 
This month features: Tom Pham -  Philosophy 

 

Does Objective Thinking Require Math Logic or Just Plain 
Logic? 

 
Aristotle wrote six books about logic, collectively called 
Organon. Tom will focus on the fifth book, titled Topics, in 
which reasoning is derived through developing arguments 
from commonly held opinions. Those opinions are formed 
through question and answer. 
 
Tom is an SDIS member and a professional computer 
programmer by training who has worked for big and small 
companies, IBM Corp. among them. For seven years in the 
early 2000s, Tom participated regularly in a reading group 
called San Diego Great Books, which strengthened his 
interest in philosophy and independent study.  
 
The present talk arose from an online discussion group in 
which he actively participates. One of its ongoing reading 
projects and topics of discussion is Aristotle's Organon. 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 
NOTE: This month’s Meeting will take place in person as well as Zoom. We meet at the North 
University Community Library, 8820 Judicial Drive, San Diego  92122.  
 
====================================================================== 
NOTE: Helen Hawkins grant applications are due no later than February 28. See page 4 for 
additional information. 
 
====================================================================== 
 
SDIS strives to promote opportunities for active learning and scholarship, for its members 
and for the San Diego community. Public service activities of SDIS include free public 
lectures and cooperative educational projects with other organizations.  For more information 
see https://sdscholars.org or contact sdisask@gmail.com 
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SDIS Study Group Reports 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 

                                   FILM GROUP Meeting: Monday, 10 am, March 2 
Our Next Film: Le Corbeau 

 
     On Monday, March 2 at 10 am, the SDIS Film Group 
will screen Le Corbeau, one of the best and most 
notorious of the French films produced and released 
during the German Occupation of France. 
  
     Le Corbeau (lit. 'The Raven') is a 1943 French 
mystery film noir directed by Henri-Georges Clouzot and 
starring Pierre Fresnay, Micheline Francey, Ginette 
Leclerc, and Pierre Larquey. Its plot focuses on a 
provincial French town where a number of citizens 
begin receiving anonymous letters containing libelous 
information, particularly targeting a doctor accused of 
providing abortions. The mystery surrounding the letters 
begins to tear apart the social fabric of the community, 
eventually escalating into violence and chaos. The 
screenplay is loosely based on an anonymous letter 

case that began in the town of Tulle, Limousin, in 1917, the same crime case that inspired 
Jean Cocteau’s 1941 play which had opened and quickly closed in Paris during the first 
theatre season under Nazi and Vichy rule. 
 
     Released in September 1943 at the height of World War II, Le Corbeau was subject to 
notable controversy. It was produced by Continental Films, a German production company 
established near the beginning of the Occupation of France, and was pulled from theatres 
under the right-wing Vichy government due to its depiction of immoral characters and "thinly 
veiled references to the destructive nature of informing on your neighbors", a common 
practice under the Vichy government. The film also faced censorship efforts from the French 
Left after the war, as it had been perceived by the underground and the Communist press as 
vilifying the French people, depicting their national character as anti-Resistance. 
 
     The political backlash over the film resulted in Clouzot initially being banned for life from 
directing in France, though this ban was ultimately lifted in 1947. The film remained 
suppressed until 1969. It was remade as The 13th Letter (1951) by Otto Preminger. 

 
Ken Krauss and Barbara Heckler 
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BIOSCIENCES: Meeting: Friday, February 13, 1:00 – 2:30  Via Zoom 

 
In January, the Biosciences Group covered Earl K. Miller’s new model of human cognition, 
which emphasizes the importance of electric-field oscillations (“brain waves”) in coordinating 
mental computations and syntheses.  

In February, we will examine the evidence for and implications of this model. The focus will 
be on two ideas that are philosophically provocative, as well as biologically significant. 

First, well-substantiated data indicate that the brain’s prefrontal cortex generates and 
transmits goal-directed patterns that influence the function of other brain regions, including 
ones that analyze incoming sensory information.  Related discussion questions are: 

a. Do these observations affect your view of “free will”? 

b. How might prefrontal bias cause misinterpretation of incoming information? 
 
Regarding consciousness, Miller proposed in a press statement: “Cognition is large-scale 
neural self-organization…. Brain waves are the patterns of excitation and inhibition that 
organize the brain, and this leads to consciousness because consciousness is this organized 
knitting together of the cortex.”  A question is: 

a. Does this interpretation of consciousness make sense to you? 

To be placed on the Biosciences mailing list, contact Dorothy or sdisask@gmail.com 
 

Dorothy Parker 
 
Biosciences Group members will automatically receive the Zoom link to the 
meeting. Nonmembers should contact Dorothy. 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
Tuesday, February 10, 10:00-11:30                             California Room, Vi 
 
Roger Frey will talk about petroleum financing and how petroleum availability influences 
international relationships. A discussion will follow.  
 

Larry Veit and Dorothy Parker 
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WORKS IN PROGRESS 
The Works In Progress (WIP) support group provides constructive feedback to 
SDIS members developing new works, especially new literary works of any genre. 
 
Our next meeting is February 11th, 1:00 - 2:30 in one of the two study rooms at the 
North University Community Library. Ask the librarian which room when you 
arrive. The library is located at 8820 Judicial Dr, San Diego, 92122. We will be 
reviewing Part 2 of Carol Plantamura’s memoir. 
 
if you are considering joining the group or have any questions, please contact 
Robert Glick at robert@appreciationart.com 

 

Robert Glick 
 

 

============================================================ 
 
 

CRITERIA FOR: 
 

HELEN HAWKINS RESEARCH GRANT AWARD 
 

This is an abbreviated version of information in the applications manual. For a copy of the 
manual, contact the current SDIS President. 
 
Application forms are available January 2 each year.  Applications close on the last day of 
February. 
 
Recipient must be an SDIS member for one year before a grant is awarded. 
 
The following members are ineligible for a grant:  Officers of the SDIS Board of Directors, 
members of the Grants Committee,  and full-time post-secondary teaching faculty. 
 
No funds can be used  to complete the requirements for any academic degree.  No funds are 
awarded for books, office supplies, hardware and the like. 
 
Grants are awarded for research or travel.  The maximum grant awarded is $2,000 but can 
be less. 
 
A three-member grant committee is appointed by the SDIS President.  Members of the 
committee are anonymous and report only to the President.  If the committee recommends 
approval of the application, the Board of Directors votes on the amount of the award. 
 
After the grant is used, the recipient is asked to give a lecture at a monthly meeting. 

 
Barbara Heckler  
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PHYSICAL SCIENCES 

 
Our next meeting is scheduled for Wed., Feb. 11, at 2:00pm. 

 
 "The Physical Sciences Group continues to meet every two weeks, with a brief Hiatus 
over the holiday period. Our last meeting was Wed., Jan. 28, at 2:00pm. 
 
 Over the last few meetings we completed our review of Cosmology, and moved on to 
a review of Gravitation, and in particular General Relativity. 
 
 In Cosmology, we looked at the need for Inflation in the early Universe, and one of the 
accepted models of such inflation. This early inflation, not to be confused with the ongoing 
acceleration in the expansion of the Universe, was postulated to account for three things: 1) 
the lack of "relic" particles in the viewable universe (such as magnetic monopoles and the 
like, hypothesized to exist in some extensions of the Standard Model), 2) the fact that our 360 
degree view of the background radiation in the universe implies causal connection across the 
sky, but without inflation only about 1 degree of the universe should be causally connected, 
and 3) the apparent flatness of the universe on the largest scales, which is easily explained 
by early inflation. We did a deep dive into a particular model of inflation, which also explains 
the inhomogeneous distribution of galaxies, clusters and superclusters of galaxies. 
Incidentally, this inflation increased the size of the universe by roughly a factor of 10 to the 
24th power, all within a teeny fraction of a second. 
 
 In our review of Gravity, in addition to discussing that section in our text "The New 
Physics for the 21st Century" Cambridge University Press, we did a quick review of the 
derivation of Einstein's equations (with the help of Chat GPT). We followed that by deriving 
the metric for our model homogeneous and isotropic Universe, the FLRW metric, which is 
used to understand the expansion of the universe, when including matter, radiation, and the 
cosmological constant (which causes present day inflation). We then derived the 
Schwarzschild metric for a spherically symmetric, non rotating body of mass M. This, of 
course, leads to the problem of the horizon - or Schwarzschild Radius. When all the mass is 
within this radius we have a black hole - nothing within the horizon can escape to the outside, 
at least classically. 
 
 Most recently, we explored the realm of the Planck Length, a fundamental length that 
emerges out of the three universal constants: G, h, and c, where G is the  universal 
gravitational constant, h is planck's constant governing the quantum realm, and c, the 
universally constant speed of light. An interesting analysis shows that the planck length, 
which is incredibly small even compared to the size of a nucleus, leads to the conclusion that 
no effort to probe or observe a distance below the planck length is possible. The proof 
involves an ad hoc pasting together of the quantum uncertainty principle and the curved 
metric of general relativity. 
 
 Anyone wanting more information about our Study Group can reach out to Alvin 
Halpern: alvin.halpern@gmail.com; cell 5165244066. 
 

Alvin Halpern 
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INSIDE POLITICS 
 

Next Meeting: Via Zoom: Saturday, February 14, 10 am 
 
 The majority of topics to be discussed that day will focus on the issue of Mass Arrest 
and Deportation of Undocumented Immigrants.  The federal government agency conducting 
this law enforcement activity is the Department Of Customs and Enforcement (ICE).  When 
ICE began an operation in the city of Minneapolis a few months ago, organized protests 
began almost immediately.  Shortly thereafter, a confrontation between ICE agents and 
thousand of protesters resulted in the shooting and killing of a mother of three children by an 
ICE agent, which led to even more protest marches in Minneapolis.   
 
 A couple of weeks later another series of protest marches led to the shooting and 
killing of an Intensive Care Unit nurse by another ICE agent, which was captured on a video 
camera. This second death of a U.S. citizen at the hands of an ICE agent led to nationwide 
protest marches across the country, and a dramatic drop in the approval ratings of President 
Trump. One of the head employees of the U.S. Border Patrol was then relieved of his duties, 
and was replaced by Tom Holman, one of the most experienced Border Patrol officers in the 
country. 
 
 Just as the public outrage against ICE for its role in the killing of these two U.S. 
citizens was reaching its peak, the funding of the federal government was expiring, so the 
Democrats announced it would not approve the new funding of ICE unless the GOP agreed 
to specific reforms in the manner in which ICE conducted its business. At the time of this 
writing, no resolution of this political crisis had been reached, and only four hours remained 
before the government would be shut down again. The Republicans turned its role in the 
negotiations over to the White House.  If iyou wish to join our popular political discussion 
group, please contact me and I will arrange for you to receive the Agenda and Zoom Link for 
our class.  
 

Al Korobkin 
akorobk1@san.rr.com 

 
==================================================================== 
 

 
READING EXPERIENCE 

We Meet via Zoom on Monday, February 16, at 10:00. Our book for discussion is “The Motel 
In America,” published in 1996 by the Johns Hopkins University Press.  
The book has three authors: John A. Jakle, Keith A. Sculle, and Jefferson S. Rogers. 
To reach me, please use the cell phone listed in our membership directory. I am currently 
living in Seacrest Village in Encinitis. 

Gerry Horwitz 
 
 
 
 
 

[v 
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February 2026 

Some meetings and events listed are via Zoom 
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