
   

Saturday, March 28, 1:30 - 3:00 pm  
Monthly Meeting - in person or via Zoom 

 
This month features: 

Neil Farber, MD 
 

Astrobiology: The Search for Life in the Universe  
 

 People have often pondered the question of 
whether we are alone in the universe. More than 
seeking intelligent life, a fundamental question is 
whether life of any form exists on other planets or 
moons. This talk will examine how NASA is seeking 
out the possibility of life on other worlds—from planets 
that orbit other stars, to planets and moons in our own 
Solar System. The answers may also give us 
understanding of how life came to pass on Earth. 
 
 This lecture will be presented by Neil J. Farber, 

MD, who is a NASA/JPL Solar System Ambassador. Dr. Farber, a Professor 
Emeritus of Medicine at UCSD, practiced general internal medicine for 40 years, 
teaching, researching and providing patient care initially on the East Coast, and 
more recently at UCSD. Dr. Farber has been a Docent at the San Diego Air & 
Space Museum for the past six years. 
 

------------------------------------------------- 
 
NOTE: This month’s Meeting will take place in person as well as Zoom. We meet at the North 
University Community Library, 8820 Judicial Drive, San Diego  92122.  
 
====================================================================== 
 
SDIS strives to promote opportunities for active learning and scholarship, for its members 
and for the San Diego community. Public service activities of SDIS include free public 
lectures and cooperative educational projects with other organizations.  For more information 
see https://sdscholars.org or contact sdisask@gmail.com 
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SDIS Study Group Reports 
 

FILM GROUP Meeting 
Wednesday, 10 am, March 4, 

 

On Wednesday, March 4 at 10 am, the SDIS Film Group will screen Le Corbeau, 
one of the best and most notorious of the French films produced and released 

during the German Occupation of France. 
 

 Le Corbeau (lit. 'The Raven') is a 1943 French mystery film noir directed by Henri-
Georges Clouzot , starring Pierre Fresnay, Micheline Francey, Ginette Leclerc, and Pierre 
Larquey. Its plot focuses on a provincial French town where a number of citizens begin 
receiving anonymous letters containing libelous information, particularly targeting a doctor 
accused of providing abortions. The mystery surrounding the letters begins to tear apart the 
social fabric of the community, eventually escalating into violence and chaos. The screenplay 
is loosely based on an anonymous letter case that began in the town of Tulle, Limousin, in 
1917, the same crime case that inspired Jean Cocteau’s 1941 play which opened and quickly 
closed in Paris during the first theatre season under Nazi and Vichy rule. 
 

 Our April 1 viewing will be the newly released video 
of Hamnet, based on a widely read novel of the same name, 
authored by Maggie O’Farrell. Hamnet is nominated for Best Picture 
at the March 15 Academy Awards. Taking place in Stratford-upon-
Avon, the film primarily focuses on Shakespeare’s wife Agnes (aka 
Anne Hathaway) and the tragic loss of their 11 year old son Hamnet, 
an only son who died from an unknown cause. Little is known about 
Hamnet other than church birth (1585) and burial (1596) records and 
that he had a twin sister. How the family reacted to the loss is 
uncertain, so the story imagines their emotions to the loss. The film is 
directed by Chloe Zhao and stars Jessie Buckley as Agnes and Paul 
Mescalero as Shakespeare. Zhao, an independent film maker, is the 
second woman to win an Oscar as Best Director, for Nomadland 
(2020). 

Ken Krauss and Barbara Heckler 
 

                                                               Email bheckler@san.rr.com for the Zoom link to the film. 
 

========================================================== 
 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

Tuesday, March 10, 10:00-11:30                                 California Room, Vi 
 
The group’s topic in February was “Petroleum: quality, quantity, transportation and trade.” 
In March, a discussion on Canada will be led by Malcolm Airst, a Canadian citizen.   

 
Larry Veit and Dorothy Parker 
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BIOSCIENCES 
  

Meeting: Friday, March 20, 1:00 – 2:30  Via Zoom 
 
The Biosciences Group has been considering the role of electric fields in biology. Some 
members of the Physical Sciences Group have been invited to allow comparison of how 
physics and biology view such issues. 
 
We are currently studying the “Spatial Computing Theory” of human cognition, which was first 
outlined in 2023 by E. K. Miller and co-authors. This new model was initially designed to 
explain several paradoxes in earlier theories of working memory, the type of short-term 
memory that we use when we try to hold phone numbers in mind, for example. 
 
Novel ideas in this “Spatial Computing Theory” include: 

• Oscillation in electric fields (“brain waves”) control the spatial locations used for 
various computations that can be occurring simultaneously within the brain.  

• Use of space as a computational variable increases the brain’s computing capacity. It 
also improves mental flexibility because the brain can quickly adapt itself to new tasks 
by simply shifting the spatial pattern of brain waves rather than needing to change 
physical synaptic connections.   

In February, the group formulated several questions about this theory. We have searched for 
answers since then and will refine our understanding at the beginning of the March meeting. 
If time permits, we will then move on to consider how electrical fields direct some aspects of 
embryonic and fetal development.  
 
Visitors are welcome. To be placed on the Biosciences mailing list, contact Dorothy or 
sdisask@gmail.com 

Dorothy Parker 
 

============================================================ 
Physical Sciences Group 

Wednesday, March 11, 2 PM 
 

 The Physical Sciences Group meets via zoom every two weeks, on Wednesdays at 
2:00pm. Following our discussions on Cosmology, and our review of Gravitation, we are 
trying a new model for our meetings. Any member of the Group who come across a particular 
topic of interest, in a You Tube video, or some other format can suggest a 20 to 30 minute 
clip to be shown at our meeting followed by discussion. We expect to have 2 or 3 such 
vignettes at each meeting,  
 
 At our last meeting, we watched a YouTube video explaining how the black hole at the 
center of our universe was recently successfully imaged, and how to interpret that image, 
with its odd shaped halo. It was fascinating, including realizing that the array of telescopes 
used, was in effect  equivalent to a telescope the size of the earth, and how the resulting 
image includes light from the backside of the accretion disk bending around the black hole 
and heading toward us.  We next had a brief presentation demonstrating how a simple black 
hole obeys the first and second laws of Thermodynamics, as well as behaving like black body 
radiator (a consequence of a combination of General Relativity and Hawkings radiation). 
  
 Our meetings this month are on March 11 and March 25 at 2:00pm. SDIS members or 
guests who are interested can contact : Alvin Halpern--  alvin.halpern@gmail.com. 
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INSIDE POLITICS 
Meeting: March 14, 10 am, via Zoom 

The night before I am writing this Newsletter entry, President Trump delivered the first State 
of the Union speech of his Second Term as President. Trump’s speech combined a 
celebration of America’s 250th year with a tribute to America’s Olympic Hockey Gold Medal 
Team and 100-year-old veterans.  
 
 He also touted what he called great improvements in the economy during his first year of his 
second term.   
 
The Republicans cheered almost every patriotic statement made by Trump, while the 
Democrats mostly sat on their hands during the entire speech. At one point Trump called the 
Democrats “crazy” when they refused to cheer tributes to some of the military heroes sitting 
in the audience.   
 
About a dozen Democratic office holders boycotted Trump’s speech. One of the highlights of 
the SOTU came when Trump asked the Congressional audience to stand if they agreed with 
the following statement: “The first duty of the American government is to protect American 
citizens, not illegal aliens.”   
 
All of the Republicans stood up, while the Democrats mainly sat on their hands.  While Trump 
had insulted the Supreme Court in social media when the Court had overruled the legality of 
most of Trump’s tariffs a few days before the SOTU, he barely mentioned the issue in his 
speech, except to say he was disappointed in its decision.   
 
We will discuss the State of the Union at our next Zoom meeting of SDIS Inside Politics on 
Saturday March 14 at 10:00 a.m.   
 

Al Korobkin 
akorobk1@san.rr.com 

 
 

===================================================================== 
Works In Progress 

Meeting: Wednesday, March 11, 1 pm  
The Works In Progress Group is dedicated to providing positive feedback to members 
working on new projects, including writing. 
 
On March 11th, from 1:00 - 2:20, we will be reviewing the next part of Carol Plantamura’s 
memoir. Newcomers are welcome to attend. 
 

Location: North University Community Library 
8820 Judicial Dr. 

 
Robert Glick 
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Important  
On Saturday, February 21st, an email containing an SDIS survey was sent to you. Please 
take 10 to 15 minutes and fill it out, as your feedback is very important. Responders will have 
their names entered into a drawing for a $50 gift certificate from Trader Joe’s.  
 

If you did not receive the link, click the following: 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdl0QS1te2iVeYS9srXluGWlbsd7cONuZuaja1O
CDV58SfHJw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=104626024012077992633 

 
March 2026 

Some meetings and events listed are via Zoom `   
 

Sunday	 Monday	 Tuesday	 Wednesday	 Thursday	 Friday	 Saturday	
1 2 3 

 
4 
10 AM 
Film Group 
 
 

5 
                                                                                                                                
 

6 
 

7 
  
 
 
 

8 
 
 

9 
 

10 
10 - 11:30 
International 
Affairs 
 
 

11 
1 PM 
Works in 
Progress 
2 PM 
Physical 
Sciences 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
10 AM 
Inside Politics 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

  
 
 

19 20 
1:00-2:30 
Biosciences 
 

21 
                                        
: 
 
 

 
22 
 

23 
 
 

24 
 

25 
2 PM 
Physical 
Sciences 

26 
 

27 
 
 

28 
1:30 
Monthly Meeting 
Neii Farber, speaker 
 
 29 

 
30 
 

31 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

          
 

	

Meeting site: North University Community Library---Address:	8820	Judicial	Dr,	San	Diego,	CA	
92122	--	Opens	11:30 AM		---Phone:	(858)	581-9637		

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Editor:	Arlene	Gilbert	


