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Saturday, May 23, 1:30 - 3:00 pm  
Monthly Meeting - in person or via Zoom 

 
This month features: 

Andy Hill 
USS Midway Museum Volunteer 

 

USS Midway Mission “Operation Frequent Wind” 
   

 Relive the hair-raising mission of the USS Midway, which 
rescued some 3,000 desperate “at risk” refugees from Saigon, 
Vietnam on the last two days of April 1975. Midway was the 
“tactical evacuation commander” for Task Force 76 (TF-76) airlift 
operations, and participated in the largest humanitarian rescue 
mission in U.S. Navy history. 
 
Andy Hill describes the delicate operation that was the mission 
to Vietnam, not to wage war, but to rescue more than 3,000 
refugees in South Vietnam’s final hours. Hill will share the story 

of this mission that broke rules and set precedents, as a Navy crew conducted the 
ship’s flight deck operations with the embarked refugees. It gave thousands a second 
chance at freedom. 
 
Andy Hill has been a USS Midway Museum volunteer since 2006 and is currently a 
Docent Watch Shift Leader, public speaker, and chair of the Docent Continuing 
Education program.  Lieutenant Commander Hill is a Gulf War veteran having served 27 
years in the U.S. Navy aboard nuclear-powered aircraft carriers. After his retirement as 
a Navy Surface Warfare Officer in the naval nuclear propulsion program, he worked in 
the defense industry as a Senior Principal Engineer for L-3 Communications, 
developing military mission application software, and recently retired from a long career 
in civil service as a Computer Engineer with the U.S. Army. A native of Tennessee, 
Andy holds a Bachelor of Science in Electronic Systems Technology. His personal 
interests include maritime technology and military history. 
  
NOTE: This month’s Meeting will take place in person as well as Zoom. We meet at the 
North University Community Library, 8820 Judicial Drive, San Diego  92122.  
 
SDIS strives to promote opportunities for active learning and scholarship, for its 
members and for the San Diego community. Public service activities of SDIS include 
free public lectures and cooperative educational projects with other organizations.  For 
more information see https://sdscholars.org or contact sdisask@gmail.com 

San Diego Independent Scholars (SDIS)  
Scholar’s Notebook 
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SCHEDULE For Wednesday, May 6, and Wednesday, June 3 
 

 On Wednesday, May 6 at 10 am we will view George Cukor’s 1944 production 
of Gaslight, based on the 1938 British play of the same name and starring Ingrid 
Bergman and Charles Boyer.  You will find an extensive write-up of the movie in the 
April Scholar’s Notebook, available on our website at sdscholars.org. 
 
 Our June 3 film at 10 am will be The Penguin Lessons, a comedy/drama based 
on true events that were documented by Tom Michell in his 2015 memoir titled The 
Penguin Lessons: What I Learned from a 
Remarkable Bird.  This improbable story takes place 
in Argentina in 1976, at the same time as the coup 
d’état  which overthrew Argentine President Eva 
Peron.  A disillusioned British teacher at a boys’ 
boarding school  returns from a vacation after the 
school closes temporarily because of the political 
chaos.  He is accompanied by a determined penguin 
which he rscued and named Juan 
Salvador.   Interactions between the students, the 
school’s staff, and the penguin create friendships 
which help with the stress of political unrest. 
 
Steve Coogan plays the teacher and Johathan Pryce 
is the school's Headmaster. British director Peter 
Cattaneo is best known for directing the 1997 
film The Full Monty, which was acclaimed world-wide 
and nominated for the Academy Award for Best 
Picture. This movie was filmed in Spain, Uruguay 
and Argentina. Contact bheckler@san.rr.com for the 
Zoom link. 

 
Ken Krauss and Barbara Heckler 
Email bheckler@san.rr.com for the Zoom link  

 
=========================================================

=== 
 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 
 

Tuesday, May 12, 10:00-11:30                                California Room, Vi 
 
In May the group will meet to discuss Ukraine, its recent history, the current war, and 
prospects for the future. 
 

Larry Veit and Dorothy Parker 
 

     Film Group 
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BIOSCIENCE 
Friday, May 15, 1:00 – 2:30                          Zoom  
 
“Mind and Music” will be the topic of the group’s session in May. Discussion will be 
based on selected chapters from Music, Math and Mind: The Physics and 
Neuroscience of Music by David Sulzer. The book deals with topics from 
“braInwaves” through “syncopation” to  “How do insects sing?” 
 
Visitors are welcome. To be placed on the Biosciences mailing list, contact Dorothy or 
sdisask@gmail.com 

Dorothy Parker 
 

======================================================== 
 

PHYSICAL SCIENCES GROUP 
Wednesday, May 20 - 2:00 

 
 We continue to meet every two weeks, and this summary covers our meetings on 
March 25, April 8,and April 22. At these meetings we continued our review of YouTube 
videos on subjects in Astronomy and Cosmology. These included simulations of star 
formation, galaxy formation, solar system formation, and our Earth Moon system 
formation. We also looked at a comparison of the Apollo and Artemis moon mission 
orbits, and the specifics for each case related to its mission, showing the complexities of 
these orbits due to the motion of the moon.  
 
 We also explored the formation of monster black holes, and the most recent data 
on the evolution of these giants and their associated galaxies. Next, we explored the 
mechanism by which the DESI telescopic system is able to map millions of galaxies 
5000 at a time, allowing the most complete map of the universe and its time evolution 
history, to date. It is DESI, along with another system in Chile,  that has demonstrated 
the likely slowing of the acceleration of the universe. This has vast implications for the 
nature of dark energy and the ultimate fate of the universe.   
 
 We also examined the amazing implications of the mass of neutrinos on the 
shape of our universe today. Our observations of the galactic structure of the universe 
can actually put upper limits on the masses of these neutrinos, with greater precision 
than the direct measurements of neutrino collisions on Earth. Finally, we viewed an 
interesting video showing a rotating wave model  that helps us visualize the actual 
angular momentum states of atoms. 
 
The next zoom meeting of the Group will be on Wednesday, May 20, at 2:00pm. SDIS 
members or guests who are interested can contact Alvin Halpern 
at alvin.halpern@gmail.com 
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INSIDE POLITICS 
Saturday, MAY 9, 10 am, via Zoom 

  
Our next meeting of the SDIS Inside Politics Zoom discussion group will take place on 
Saturday May 9 at 10:00 a.m.  The Agenda will cover many of the hot political topics of 
the day, with emphasis on the war between the U.S. and Iran, which began on February 
28.  
 
Most of the early days of the war consisted of the U.S. using bombs and missiles to 
attack Iran’s military infrastructure. Iran responded primarily by using missiles and 
drones to attack Gulf countries allied with the U.S. and housing U.S. military bases. Iran 
then took control of the Strait of Hormuz, shutting down 20% of the world’s oil and gas 
deliveries.   
 
The price of gas across the world then dramatically increased, including up to $7.00 
dollars a gallon in San Diego. President Trump then threatened to destroy all of Iran’s 
power plants and bridges if Iran did not open up the Strait of Hormuz, and he also 
announced a blockade of all oil exports leaving Iran.   
 
A two-week cease-fire was also announced by the parties. Representatives of both 
countries met in Pakistan for a few hours of peace negotiations but failed to make a final 
deal. A proposed second negotiation failed to take place because Iran refused to attend 
as long as Trump refused to withdraw his blockade. Trump then announced an 
unlimited continuation of the cease fire. 
 

Al Korobkin akorobk1@san.rr.com 
 
 

============================================ 
 

Works In Progress 
Meeting: Wednesday, May 13, 1 pm  

The Works In Progress Group is dedicated to providing positive feedback to members 
working on new projects, including writing, either fiction or non-fiction. 

 
Next meeting: May 13th, 1:00 - 2:20 in person or on zoom. Newcomers welcome. 

 
Location: North University Community Library 

8820 Judicial Dr. 
San Diego 

For more infotmation, please email Robert Glick at robert@appreciationart.com 
 

Robert  Glick 
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About Us: 

New Winner of Helen Hawkins Grant 
 

Ken Krauss has received a $2,000 Hawkins grant, to be used toward a onetime staged 
reading of a play he has written. The two act play will be performed sometime in the late 
fall at a local venue and will be open to the public. The play’s title, Eroica, is derived 
from Beethoven’s Third Symphony which was dedicated to the heroes who fought to 
make France a democracy.  Ken’s play is also about heroes…those medical students 
who formed an anti-Nazi resistance cell in Munich called The White Rose.   
 
Ken’s education and background as a teacher have been in drama and theatre.  Four of 
his previous plays have been produced off-Broadway and he has had readings and 
productions other places.  He has also authored books, articles, and reviews.   
============================================ 

A Salute to our 2025-2026 Volunteers 
SDIS volunteers contribute in many ways.  They serve as board members, study group 
facilitators, study group hosts, and meeting facilitators.  Thank you seems too small a 
word!

Al Korobkin 
Alvin Halpern 
Arlene Gilbert 
Barbara Heckler 
Colette Wengenroth 
Dorothy Parker 
Edwina Curtis 
Gerry Horwitz 
Jaime Pineda 
 
============================================== 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, August 15 - Outdoor Gathering 

 
There will be afternoon Outdoor Gathering at the home of 

SDIS member John Alexander. We encourage you to bring 
friends. Your invitation will arrive by email in early August. 

 

Ken Krauss 
Larry Viet 
Lisa Thurn 
Robert Glick 
Sonia Rosenberg 
Tom Pham 
Tom Samaras 
Frances Zimmerman 
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May 2026 

Some meetings and events listed are via Zoom `   
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10 AM 
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Inside Politics 
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International 
Affairs 
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1 PM 
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Progress 
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Bioscience 
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2 PM 
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1:30 
Monthly Meeting 
Andy Hill, 
speaker 
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Film Group 
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Save the Date:  Saturday, August 15 -- Outdoor Gathering 

 

Meeting site: North University Community Library---Address:	8820	Judicial	Dr,	San	Diego,	CA	
92122	--	Opens	11:30 AM		---Phone:	(858)	581-9637		
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